579. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

We, the undersigned, solemnly and sincerely declare that we will
be faithful and bear true allegiance to His Majesty King Edward the
Seventh, His Heirs and Successors, and that we will faithfully serve in
the supernumerary list of the Active Militia Force of the Colony of Natal
as Stretcher-Bearers, until we shall lawfully cease to be members thereof,
and the terms of the service are that we should each receive Rations,
Uniform, Equipment and Is. 6d, per day.

M. K. GANDHI, U. M. SHELAT, H. L JOSHI,
S. B. MEDH, KHAN MAHOMED, MAHOMED
SHAIKH, DADA MIAN, POOTI NAIKEN, APPA-
SAMYj KUNJEE, SHAIKH MABAR, MAHOMED,
ALWAR, MUTHUSAMY, CQOPOOSAMY, AJODHYA-
STNG, KlSTAHA, Au, BHAILAL, JAMALUDIN.1

Indian Opinion, 16-6-1906

380. LORD SELBORNE
Lord Selborne made a significant speech while laying the foundation-
stone of the new Town Hall at Germiston. The speech consists of advice
on morality and politics. Addressed as it is to the whites, it is perhaps
of less direct interest to us from a political standpoint. But from the moral
point of view. Lord Selborne's words deserve to be pondered over. According-
ly, we summarise the speech below:
The Municipalities exercise a necessary influence on the lives of us
whites, who are politically very active. They are the schools which prepare
men for the administration of the State* It is there that the seeds of the
freedom of a people are sown and nurtured. The British prefer a harsh
but self-governing political system to a mild alien rule. At all times and
everywhere, the Municipalities have been the chief forum of public opinion.
The Municipality serves as a training-ground not only for its members
but also for the electorate and for others who discuss [public affairs],
The electors should never forget how to offer legitimate criticism.
This is a region in which engaging storms blow. Storms are of two
kinds : actual storms and the metaphorical ones in politics. One who
preserves one's equanimity during an actual storm can be said to have a
cool and collected temperament. In the same way, one who remains un-
perturbed during a political storm is considered a man-of firm convictions.
I should consider a person reliable who sticks to his own way of life in
fair weather and foul. A man should prove that he is absolutely firm in
i Cf., however, "Indian Stretcher-Bearer Corps*', p. 368.